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Building Styles 

APPENDIX 'A' 

Design Features Associated With 
Architectural Styles And Types In Unionville 

The District's buildings predominately show stylistic influences from the latter half of the nineteenth century. Gothic Revival, 
Italianate, Queen Anne and Second Empire styles from this period are well represented. Earlier Georgian/Neo-Classical and 
Regency characteristics are seen in the oldest buildings along Main Street north of Victoria Avenue and in the form of some 

later Victorian houses. 

Early twentieth century (Post-Victorian) styles are concentrated south of Eckardt Avenue. The American Four Square house (e.g. 14 
Pavilion Street), Arts and Crafts bungalows ( e.g. 106 Main Street) and Colonial Revival houses and outbuildings ( e.g. 12 Pavilion 
Street) are found in the District's south end. Later twentieth century construction is scattered throughout District. 

Two conclusions can be made about the District's building styles: 

1. The age of buildings and evolution of styles follow the village's development in a southerly direction: the older buildings and 
styles being located north of Victoria Avenue, later Victorian styles being predominant through to Eckardt Avenue and Post­
Victorian styles being concentrated at the south end. 

2. Localised building conditions in the nineteenth century and the evolution of buildings over time have produced vernacular 
interpretations of then popular styles. 

A detailed analysis of each of these styles from the Unionville context is outlined in the following pages: 
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The Eakm House. and Uttionvilli: Jnil, 145 Main Stri:et Unionville 

GEORGIAN (1790-1875) 

Unionville Heri1age Conservalio11 District P lan 

T be Oe-org,an Style was nruned for lhe fiTSl four 
King Georges, ui,o,<e roigr>s-171-1-1830 -
ooincided wilh the styhfs major period of 

popularity in England. T be style is di:rivcd from Andre, 
Palladio. whose works were repllblished In Loodc)n during 
1J,c reign of George II and gained immediate popularity rn 
Bri1oin Mr.! hs colonies, Oft.co considertd p pl.un style, h; 
g:rc3test auribute is a well pro-portione.d de:gign. All 
Georgian style buildings have balanced focatl:;s with 3.; 
bays (openings) and ~en.Ill; doors, These openings an 
always recrangular ~nd ,1,1ndows have sma11-ptined ligh1s. 
A t'eatun: of ihc Georgia.n s.1yle lS 1hc medium p1cched roof. 

(n Unionvii'Jc. lhc pure Georgian style Is relative!!' 
rare:. 111e mos1 .significant ex;uuple is the fonncr village 
juil Bl 145 Main Street Unionville. buill c,. l845. As a. 
rcsuh of its sunpllclty and c:ff11,:iicn1 use of imemaJ s~ce. 
the S)'metricaJ proportions of the Gcurgiai1 !;Hy le wn, 
wlddy ~eJ in 1hc workers cottages of the. villngc 

Georgi.au \Vindo\\1 145 Main St Unio1tville 



The Georgian Style in Unionville 

Gc-orgfa:n .S bay fae:kk ··11,e Ml11 Con11ge". 210 Ma'fn Su-cet (Demolished) 
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ThePIJWip !¾kart House, 206 Muin Sire<t Unionville 

REGENCY COTTAGE (1810-1840) 

Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plait 

T he Regency Style begaq in england m f 815, 
whcu the J>ri11ce Re-gent engaged 1hc archiJed 
John Nash to redesign Che .Roy:11 Pavmun uJ 

Bri.ghton bas«! on 1he exotic 1emples of the ell.~t The 
j l)'k: wu~ brnugh1 to Ca.oat)a several YC:!trs later by 

-,oltlit.'TS who had $et\le<l in I.he Brili~h Anny and wished 
t◊ rc:t::aJI the building style~~ they h..,d ~ncountcred in the 
places \Vb.ere lhcy served. 

Typ-ica.l features o(tJJe style included lbe s.hal.low 
pitched hipJXJ roo~ elabor:1tc central doorwny with 
sideli!lhls and transom; long vc-rondas with lrcllis~Hke 
supp()rrs: and sem:rous floor--to-ccilfn~ wi11dow5 or 
F'rcnch doors. typicaJly divided by thin. ,lazing tw-s inlo 
a vane.ty of rcc;tangu.lar panes 

In Unionville 11 classic i:::<ampJe of the R.cgeJlcy 
Conage Style ls found lo the c. I 825, Philip Eckardt 
Hoose a1 206 tvfain Street CJniOJl\'iUe.. Other .horna. 
such as tbi: William Eckardt house JJJ 124 M.aitt Street 
Unionville inc:orpor;1te Regency f'eamres wilhm the 
Ontario Fannhousc fonn .. 



The Regency Style in Unionville 
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The Snlcm llckardt (Varley-McKny) House, 197 Main Stteet Unionville 

UNIONVILLE VERNACULAR 
(1790 - 1920) 

Unionville J-Jeritage Conservalion District Plan 

T 
he term Unionville Vernacular is used to describe 
those regionally dis1inct .bui !dings wWcb arc- of no 
one particular architectural style, but rcsulled from 

a series of locally speci6c cultural and economic factcu 
lh3t ex isted in Unionville. during its early history. 

A, sigmficant lDfluenc.e was the largely Gmr.lln 
ethnic makeup of the community, whose culture and 
building tJ;aditions left a strongimpacl on the nn:bitcctwe 
of Unionville. Another V.:as the Unionville Planing Mill . 
.Located in the heart of the coinmunity1 this was the 
primary sour« of building products for 1be village. and 
resuhed in the prevalence of wood frame buildings ::md 
architectural omamen1 such as "'Gingerbread" that 
characterise the village today. 

Unionville has tt number of $ign.ilicant vernacular 
strucrures, the most prominent of .which is. the c:.f83S. 
S"1cm Eckardt R9use at 197 Milin Street Unionville, with 
its rare ·tassel droop vcrgebo:utl.. 
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Vemac:n.l.ar Doorv.·sy 118 Maio. Street Unionville 



Unionville Vernacular Dwellings 

Vrmoculllr with Cbssk Revl.,..I i11flutcnce,.. 123 M:im Sfl\'d Vi:cnacul-11r with Goth.1c 'f<rt1val intloeJK"- 209 Mam S1t~o?1 

Ven,:io,lar o:iuage w1d1 Gwrgaan lnllucncC'S 187 Moiu Srreel 
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The Miller House, 4 S1;1tion Lan.: 
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GOTIDC REVTV AL (1830 -1890) 

Unionville Heritage Conservation Districi Plan 

T he Gothi.c Revival Style begon in Englnod in 174? 
when Sir Horace. \Val pole began ta remodel his 
counrry house in the Med1evaf style Over 1hc~ 

utXl l.50 ycar.s Lhe style hecam_c '"idcb' populru aod ir 
todny probably 1he m-o.sl ,,idcly recognised of 1hc !)1yl~ 
of 1h<C VictQrian era. 

'Die G01hic Revival reJlects o n:l.indljng of 
rnlcrc:st ,n the building, fonns. nnd styles or the v~riou~. 
-periods of English Gothic. Me-dleval und Elizabcd1an 
Archi1e<;1uro. Typical features or th< style include s,eeply 
pitched roofs, pointed arched windows. decortuive .siding 
aixl brickwork, bargcboatds ::md fi1Jfof5, In Ontario. 1he 
style ,vas most fn:quemfy used in chu1ches and centre• 
gable fanuJ-wuscs. 

In Unionville there nre n number of ~iguific~ml 
exam.pies of the Goihic Reviv:.ll style. These include th!! 
Jnmc:s Eck:uxh House a, 137 Moio St. Ccmral United 
Church and E.J. J.~ruwx· tcnowned Gongtl!g'ationaJ 
Church m 150 Main StreeL 

Gotlnc J>oint~d Wind()\\' JS4 Main Srtttl Unionvllk 



Tbe Gothic Revival Style in UnionviJJe 
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Gothi,c ~ev1w1t conag.e wfth mulli-ehroin.ulc. bnck. 33 Union Strccc 

QO(hk Rt:!>'iva) l.rs.hap~iJ house with bay wi1:dow. 147 Moin Stret1 
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The Ha1Tington House. 141 Main Stred. Unionville 

ITALIANATE (1.840-1890) 

Unionville 1-lerirage Conservation District Plan 

T he lmlianJlle Slyle began in E:11gland in 01e e,i,ly 
I 800s as o revival of dignified arc.hj1ec.tuml forms 
of the Jtaliitn Renaissance~ and s.pccifical1y Of the 

Italian country villas of oiat period TI,e s1yk wu 
eswblishe,d 3 S a middle_grf)und hct.weco the rigid Gcorg:it.n 
and Neo-Classical and 1he high gables aJ>d i,ingeroread of 
the Oothic Revtv!ll. 

Typical feamres l)flhe style mclude the proli.fic u$e 
or brack.ets: umier t.hc tav-es; lo,-.:•pitched, hippe<I roofS"; 
contm$ting materials: n:-pe.lition of decomt(on and round 
headed wrndll\VS. Variations of the s tylt include such 
fotnures ru; towers, belvedetes., antf Oal roofs. 

In Unimwi11c. -examples of the. lraHanntc Style 
i.nc::Judc the L-shaped llArri-ngton Rouse at 1-1 I Main Stn:'d 
OnionviUc, and the flal•roofo\i 237 Main Strfe1 Uni(mvillc 
One or rhc: W:OSl unu.sual examples of ihc .$.ylc was Jl 
Sriver's tllrreted Italian villa whfoh stood at 117 Mnin 
Screet Unionville until it burncd in 1924. 

ttaHaru:ue Vlindow 121 Main Strt et Unioo"iUc 



The Italianate Style in Unionville 
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llllllllll;)I< Vllln in wood BOO stutcio, 1'2 'i' Ma.ill Srreer (~rrh\h.,1,h·td) 
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lrn.liarun.e lAb.apcd twuse, l?fi Main S1reer 



- . ..... ... , 
-- ::--:o:. . .... ~ 

The: E. Summerfeldt House, 123 ~fain Street Unionville 

SECOND EMPIRE (1860 - 1900) 

U111onville 1-feritage Consen1atio11 D1str1cr Plan 

The Second E.mpu-e Style is d~ri,•ed from the officfaJ 
sty-le in Ft ilnoe and ilS colonfos during tht! n::_ig~ ,)f 
.Napof.C<>n m, The most prom1ot:nl ft:aturc.ol ,his 

architcctuml style Is the nHmsard nx.li, dcvtloped by 18th 
ee,mu-y Frcnd1 vr;hj1ec1, Froo~oi:s M;:m.'lard1 0 1her (eaturcs 
includ,e a frequenl use of buy windo\\fS, iron cresting ru:<l 
rounc! hc"dcd windows. 

Mo~ vf lhc rc:sidcntial bualdlogs lend to be squ.11.re. 
oor.ndimes with a .project.J!lg wing. A variery of decor,ni \'t'. 
element are .also used in Scoo1td Empin: buildings. 
indud.ing bell cast verandas, bracket~ and repetition of 
ontate dero.iJ)j;_ 

The: Second Em_p1.re Style wi;is pitnfouJarly popular 
for use• in howls.of die period since if pcnnlned the: u~ or a 
fuH llpfk!r stor.cy of auic .space, Thi,.:; wa~ not 100-1 on dtot 
pmprier.on; of the Quee.n 's Nt>tel :it J 74 Main ~er~ 
Unionville. who ,,:ere. o.bl.~ to utilise all three rl<>or:; <if 
space for chenlelc Other examples in IJniQ1willc. include 
lb.I! wood frame .E. Sun'1il-Wr(i;ld1 FJou:sc: at 123 Main Strec-t 
Unfonville and the red brick Pringle Housie at. 11 7 Maiu 
S1rcct Unibnvllle. 

S1.-con.d l~mpil"C, Window & Trim. I l 7 Malo Stn:et 



The Second Empire Style in UnionviJ le 
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Second Empir.!' 1n briek with 00)'' window, 117 Main Strtet 

Scco11d Etupirc. ~err.tea.I wood .bOOS<\,. )23 Ml.in Street 
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The Herbcn Eckard! House, I08MoinS1J\.-.:L Unionville 

QUEEN ANNE (1880 - 1910) 

Unionville fferitage Conservation District Plan 

T he.Qu(.-en A.one: St.ylc: was cswbli.shed by a group 
ofBrilish nrchttects led by Richard Nonn.:m Sha\V 
ll1 lht- lme 1800s., ,\l"hn were inspired t;,)1 fhf 

English architecture of the late Medieval and curly 
Renajssru:ic.e pe.riod$. A1tho11gh named for Queen Amie~ 
wbo reigned from 1702 to r fl 4, u,e sty'le has li1Ue 10 do 
with buildings of thm period, npan fiom the extensi\•c:, 
use of brick. 

The style is- thara,tcristic of the late Victorian 
Bgc. wbcn. tbc fashion for va.l'ic:ty, asyO)ll'.l_i:uy and 
complexuy emergM in all ospects of life. Typical 
features of 1hc style arc the- asymmenicaJ cotnpositic;:m of 
towers, bays, roll chhtmeys. windQ\\S of vuryiug sizes 
and slupes. 3nc.J deoorativc works -irl brick. wood. shingle 
and til-e. 

In Unionville the best ex:uupJe of the style is the: 
l•ndmork lkrben Eckru<h ltllmo n1 108 Main St= 
Unionville. A vui:aul of Queen Aanc. sometimes 
l'e ferred oo a$ 11:>e "Stick Slylc", is also visiWe in 
Unionville. Thes;e homes were buill almost e:<clusivd)' 
of wood1 :.1nd are distinguished by extensive wood 
dteomtiOn~ Signific.1n1 (.."'amples i1lclude rt4 l1nd 117, 
and 201 Mmn Street Unionville. 

Queen .Awtc Gable 1.lO Main Suoet Onfon.viUc 



The Queen Anne Style in Unionville 

l)_uccn Anne, gumhrcl roofed connge. 17 Pn.,illlao Sl.rttl 

~-. . . ,~ ~s 
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Queen r\nnc house- ;vnh vcmcal woad sidrng. I 07 M11m Sutt! 



fhe C.8. Stfver l·lou:;e, 14 Puvillioa Stre::i 

EDWARDIAN CLASSICISM 
(1900 - 1930) 

Unionville Heritage Conserva1ion D istrict Plan 

The Edwardian Classicism Style- deveJoped as o 
reaC<-10 11 to thl! increasingly complex architc.::turn[ 
styJcs of lhe late Victvrh.m <'rn. ThC" simple but 

format l1omposhion or 1hc.- Edwardian Home, \vith llll 

~mphasi:; on ctoo:;i.coJ moLi&l -..vs.; ind iaitivc of ilw di rection 
Lhnt o.rch.itecrure was tn lnk,: in. tbe n,.-enti.etJ1 cennuy. 

Fc.1turcs of the style jnd uded balanced facades. 
s impHfietl, gable uJ1ll pyi:amidaJ roofs. larg..- donne~ 
cln.ssiC:al ·om..m1enrntion and heavy CQlumn.cd vcrandos witl1 
cla.ssic:al columns u11d brid: piers, 

In r~sid<:ntiaJ arohiu:cture. the most recognized 
example o( 1hc Echvardian Clas:;-ic1$m Style was d1c large, 
box•llke 'ho-ose known as the "four Square'', ln Unio1wi1Je 
a nUJttbi!r of exrunplcs uf I his type exi~ -such os 7, 9 and I~ 
Eckurdt Avenue and 4, 7 1 10, LI and 14 Pavillion 51.Jcct. A 
significant <:xamplc or Edwardiru1 coounen::iul itich.hecm.1.re 
was the now demolished Brown' s B~mk &t 1S8 Main Street 
Unian,•illo. 

~ , 

Typical EdwMcli:m Dormer. 14 l\lvi11ion Street 



The Edwardian Classicism Style in Unionville 
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Edwa,duw Clas.skism hoUJC;. 1-1 PavllHoo Sm:cl 
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Architectural Style Variations in Unionville 

haliana1c Villa wi:th late Vkcorian cckctic infl'llcnces. ::?49 M.llin Srrctl Vcmacular influenc~d. Cbssic Revival house-. 109 Main Srrcc1 

UnionvU/e Heritage Conse/1/ation District Plan 



Building Types 

The predominant building type in the District is residential; which frequently occurs as single detached dwellings in a variety of 
historic and modem styles. A number of other building types also exist. The most visible of these include religious buildings, 
barns, commercial buildings, hotels, industrial buildings and the railway station. Together, these buildings comprise an 

impressive collection of nineteenth and early twentieth century structures. A detailed analysis of each of these types from the 
Unionville context is outlined in the following pages: 

Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan 



Ccmral Unite.d Church. 131 Main Stret'l Unionville 

RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS 

Unionville Heritage Conserva1ion Dis1rict Plan 

A t i ts penk in 1hl.! Jnu: 191.h and e~rJy 201h Ccmu1fos, 
the Village of Uniooville was home It.) five mujor 
rehgtous den,nuioruions. the Anglicans, .LUlhc!rans 

Methodi~1 or United, Congreg:1.uooal1sc and Prc·sbyicnans. 
The story 1':if rd iiiuu.~ ai,.:.hik~tun:: iu Uni<m villc h.os 

}t!,i beginnings IC! the uc-rtl1 Of lhe prescm \'ilhlgc: at Lbt: 
jw1ctfon of 16th Aveo:ue und KeWledy Road. n.enr the 
p ioneer- l..u1hcroa :md Anglic::in Cemc;tcries th.at exist t0<la!'. 
There, in 1794; memb~-rs or the largely German oommunitr 
established St PliiHp's Lutheran Clu.il"C-h. S<mle ycars lace-~ 
in 1SJ9 another chureb w:.t.) er-cctcd in the vicinity ur the 
Anglican Cbutch. The Aoglic~lllS 11;dopl00 the St Philjp•, 
narne wliile Lht! I uthcron church W.'.lS ttnanxd Bct11csda. 

Over time. tbe <:enpe Of Umonvillc: moved so.uth b) 

the Union Mill!. at ~,fr1in und C:;irhon Stre-elt and, in lt.l lO 
and l'HJ. respeciivd y. both th~ 1..uthernns :1rni AngJicnru: 
roloca1ed their congregmfons and churches 10 the c.:entte of 
the wllvgi: As ~ result, ihe. lWC'I oldest ~hurch buildings· ir. 
1hc- village-, originully Oo1hic Revival. are tod.ry a ~lend of 
earl y 19th ai\d earJy 20th century fennu-es and s1ylcs. 

The third m:ajo1 con~regati<.ln in Unionvflle were: the 
Primnivc Methodis1s. lacer Uniltd. who built the: r.im"ctivc 
Ood1k R~vivlll C'cmrnl M·c1bodls1 Cl\urch in red and buff 
~rick m 131 Moin S1«e1. 

The Congre-g;nion.1lis ls had B relo.tivc.ly brief 
cxistc.ncc. yc1 they contrJbuted l\VO 1igni0canr buildings t-0 
the villo_ge. TI1c first was a Gcorgfon rnmle huHding n~ l~l<i 
Mt,in Street Later, in 1"880 1Ws ' '-'<'-S rented 10 the 
Pre-sb;•terians while the Congre~:stionalisls moved to 1he- tine 
bric.k church at 150 Main Ssr«I UniouvlJJe, dcsigacd t,,y E..J 
Lennox. the urcl1ilC'Cl IJ( 'foronto ()Jd Cicy HaU .md Queens 
Parle ] he Cons,regational,ists left in the 18!>()!; and t11c 
bu1ldmg 1s no.w the. Unioll\1ilk Vctcrons Hall 



TIM- r oromQ nnd Nipis..5ing Raihv.iy St111ion ut Unicm11i1Je, 7 S 1J1llLU1 l,ml.C 

RAILWAY STATJON 

Unionville Heri1age Conservation District Plan 

T ltc- l!ni~mvillc: Railway Str1tu,m. c:n:ele<l m I JP I, 
rtprc:5c'.nts one. of 1hc rcw ,en111ining I 9ih ~CTilll.f)' 
train stations or rural Ontario. 111e line. bu1 h by t~ 

Toronto and Nipissi.ng Railway Company .. was o oorr0\\1 

e nu~ 1•,;··. l:1irl wirh 40 r,o111-.ii rnilc. A l1ho~1eh orifinnll> 
intc:ndt:ll w b}'•P.,IISS lhc villt1gc:, it came lhrougb UmonviJlc 
maUily due- 10 tht. lobb)'1ng d furts ofU.P. Crosby, owner or 
1hC' Union Mills Tho ..:omin,g l)f lhc railway cnsuicd 
Unlonvllle ·s Jong tenn survJval. while other vii.lag.es wi1hou1. 
connec1io1ts. such a..~ Hagerrnan·s Comers und Uuuonvi!Je 
stagn(lted .i.nd dc:clincd 

Dudn~ iis. h<-)'d•~ Ju 1h< laie 19th anJ early J61h 
Cc,itl.i.ries, the milw::iy s1:11ion \','OS the focal point or 1hc 
oomro.unity 1t was .from here that grain went lo market artd 
Unionville resideJUS had oeceSs 10 such destinations -as tl1e 
M1g.h School m Mllli,:ham Villa~c 1md poinls -acrn~ the 
counlry on 1hc Grand Trunk Raih.,·ny sySlt'lll 

The smtion is a typical e..xru.nple of tl1e mode.st nuaJ 
stations of th!! sm:.1lle1· railw::i) comp.anic,i;, buih during rhe 
rnid- 191h Cennuy. The smic.tlffC 1~ n one-storey fr.nmo 
building oovered by• gable roof. Ahhough 1hc design of 1he. 
!itation is n01 on:1111t:, it is ii~ vt:.r}' .simp1icil}' arul fuuetiQnali1y 
Which cr;mtribu1e to hs. aprcnl. h.~ most prominc:111 (c;iH1re is 
lhe roof ovt 1 l1a.n.ging the trah1 platt'onn on the southem siJe 
oi 1hc building supponed by dgh1 simple braekeis sci at ~5 
degrees The- e."Xterlor walls at~ 1.:ov~ ln venkal bo;;id 
.l'lnd hat~n \.,;1h ;, single row of ho1:iz.un1nl plnnks linishi11g 
1he base. 

l.o 19a9. the !1ation \ \'a.S resHJrcd 10 its or.iginal 
,·ondttion. Ahhough not in roHwa) ser\'.ice today, the 
sii11mn, now .a community ccnt:re, cctains hs trnd1t1onaJ role 
.:is a landmar.J. of 1h.: eommunity. 



The Abrahrun Summerfeldt Store. 182 Main S1rte1 Unionville 

COMl\!IERCIAL BUILDINGS 

Unionville l{eritage Conservation District Plan 

M 
ain street conuoercial structures, more than any 
oilier build.ins type, provide. a remarkable roc:ord 
of the economic fo1tw1cs of a commuru,y. 

This is certainly evident in Unionville which reached the. 
pe-ak of its prosperil}'. from lhe various mltling operation.~. 
during.rhe third quarter of.the 19th Century~ As a resuh, it is 
from_this periQd that a majority of the commercial buildings 
in Unionville: were builL Many oft.Mse an: preserved today 
ns: a remarkable coUection t,f \vood frame, &ont gabled 
.structures with auroc.tivc 19th ccntwy shopfronts. 

A typical example of conunerdoJ architecture in 
Unionville is !he Abr.iham Sllmn,ecfcldt Store, c.1850. This 
lW()-SlOrcy, wooden frame mercantile store, clad in boml 
and batten. is long a.nil narrow in appearanee .and inei(udes 
:such. features as paired 2/2 windows 011 the setottd floor; 1\ 
detaHed cnta~lature over the. shop front, with traditional 
.sfgnagc on the fascia. Also \'l :;:iblc are ornate pilaslers a1 the 
corners of shop front level of the building; tall shop 
windov,-s divided into quartered panels: wooden. pacel 
boards 6¢:neoth the window~ uaditional recessed cnuan:.e 
And a transom over the door. 

ExampJes. of similar stores include the Braithwaite­
Trunk Store llt 154 .Main Street Unionville, Devlin's Hruness 
Shop at In Main Street Unionville and Perkins Hardware nt 
159 Main Street Unionville. The Sovereign Bartl<, a, 186 
Main Street Unionville, ,vt,ich w·.ts demolished in the I 960s 
was also of th.is style. A vari3tion on this shopfront is Lbe 
•'boomt0\1/rt front" seen on both 192 and 156 Main Str«L 

A unique feature of Unionville's comrnercial 
architecture: \~ the UnionvJlle Bank at 158 Main Streit 
Unionville, built c.1920_ This fine example of Beoll.x Arts 
Clas.sicol Architecture provided on lnleresting-contrast to the 
Main Street before its demolition in the I 980s. 



Historic Comn1ercial A rchitecture in Unionville 

Vcomculllrt,,bk end eommcrcmJbl1i1ding, 15,t Main Str~1 ltnionv·me 1)pi4'.lll U11ioo\•ilk s1ore&om witb reces:i:ed ~11tnsr1ce. 156 Main Sttec1 

Siorcfro,11 of fom1u Unioovilk bardw.ir< &mo. 159 Moin Str«t 
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James l!ck,mh Gambrol Barn. 24 Maple Lan, 

BARNS AND OUTBUILDINGS 
UnionviJ/e Flerttage Conservation Dis1ric1 Plan 

S 
UlCe n was :J nn-al v11loge un111 t"dnuvcly rec~nt 
times. Unl()OvlUe retoul.S a considetable colh:clion 
of t1rban barns and oulbuilding:t among iis herihig_r 

resources, ll1ese buildings are typically plain, wood framed 
o.nd purtly vemac,d.ar. ycl their prcsenc~ :'.ldds significao1 
cont0x1uoJ value to lhe villa.se.. 

The best example- of lltls lypc or struclurc 1s l11e 
:.ubsro.utfal gar:nbrt"l barn ,u 24 Jvl.tple L~ Tb.i:s rimhcr­
framc barn is clad in bnm4 board, with u stone foundatfon :ind 
is the lost of tho many full sjze farm bruns thttt 011ce existed 
in the "icinity of Unionvilk, The: i;t.ructun: is a re-mnl!lll of 
Ille days when Maple Lane was.a fann. lanc, and the hou.se 
and OOm tOnned the: James Eckatdt fonnstea.d. 01ht:r 
fo~turcs of the- fann cnviroomcnl include the: diagon.aJ cross 
fencing. Dlltl earthen ramp. 

A val'iety of other wood frame outbuildings exist m 
oth::r partS of UruooviUe. Many c)f thes~-wete a ll purpc,se 
drivc~sheds or garoges. Some, hO"''C"'er were t,uih 101 ii. 
partk ulat purpose, and m.ay l\.ave. housed a rural iudumiy, 
One such example of this L'YpC of sa.rucrure is the. urban lt.!rn 
.ii 31 Victoria A venue, which served a~ a bakery for rhe. 
vUJnge. 

Other signilic.an1 tuirnn bnr.l\S ind ud~ the vn-ticul 
wood stntcture at 17 Euclid &reet~ and the board and batttn 
drive-shed at 1-9 Victoria Avenue. In some instances. 
1e.nures of lhe biS(od-c urbnn b~ms have b~n IJ"d.llslated into 
Hl.'W urhw, barn S-ttu1.:tures. 

TypicaJ fea tures uf the his,ofo:- urban barns incht.k 
ver1it:ul wood or .b6ar:d m1tJ bane11 cladding, hi·pped or 
grunbcel roo&, vertical or dingo11al tongue aud groove;: doors 
with cilh~r a .swin~ or sUde opening mechanism and 111ufli .. 
pane windows, tlle n,ojorhy of which are of the 2/1 var1e1y 



Traditional Unionvil.le Garages and Urban Barns 

N1:w wban bam ooilt in brsrorfc scyte, 137 Milin Strti!r e:trly 20th Century ~n,11g_e. I •I I Mis.in ~ct. 
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TI-.c Sfr.,-er 13ro1he-r.s: Elcvn.1or Com_plex, 9 Station Lune 

1NDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 

Unionville Heritage Conset·vation District Plan 

T 
he lndUSirial lmildings of l ;nic,oville were ll\e 
dominam features of ih.: viUogc landscape and 
ecouruny for well ovcrn teut\iry ,\l1hough only 011c 

majol' lndustrial 00111pkx, the Stil'cr Brothers CQal Mill 
remains. lht' iilflUe'llC~ of Pioneer Industry is :Hill seen todlv 
m th~ modern repl'oducnon .architecture .,r the ftlnnmg Mil.I 
Comp{ex nnd lhc vii I.age nnme itSclf. wh_jch is said to krle 
be(.n derived frffill ~le Union MIUs which s1ood m ehe soulh 
end of the bridg:e oVer the Rouge :ll tvt1in. SU'cc,. until it 
burned in 1934. 

Unfon Mills ,,~ the e.nr1iest mill J.O Unionville. 
BuilL In. the 1840$ by Im White, irs l>lll]J<J,¢ was 10 grind toc 
ttrnin which wa<. grown in .-bund:mce in the vkmity The 
sub~cqoem prosperity 1;:.f Union .t,.•Ults en.used lhc contmer<:inl 
ccoc.re or 1he viUa4,e cho.t exisled on Kennedy Road Ill 16th 
Avenue to u,lgr~h? 3omhw"ttrd tv the mill cornplc:x~ This 
large SU'lLt lurt: was typical of lhe fli(JJtcer imfo~1ry M' !he tinte 
with board and haucn .siding and 616 windows. 

ln order to m~t che growiog d-emru1d lot Jumh<.'r. HM: 
Unionville Plunmg Mill was built south oi the commctc11I 
ixntre of lhc village This cntcrpnsc sup))lied 1.h.e h.unbe.r for 
man) houses hL Uniouville and was opcr11ti:d from 1874 t(> 

1896 by Robert Harrington, who lived, ironically, in a house 
built of brick. 

Uy, the mid 1850s. a nwnbcr oi other industries were 
being esuibhshi:<l III homes and commcrcinl buildings such 
,,. Got1lieb &kard1's Blockllmill1 Shop .r II¼ Main Street, 
8 1·ow11).j B~e:11 nt I 5S tt.nd lhc Ramer Ch~st Factory JL 
233 Tb, last or the bistoric lnduscrial complexes 10 be 
iturodoctd was ,he Stiver d evalors. bui·ll c,1916 a19 St:1.ticn 
Lane This etas.sic example or an ear-Jy s1oragi! elev.nor suJl 
st•mds today :md is a prommcm londmark of th~'. vlUago. 



nu: Queeri's llottl, 174-178 Main Stro:I UniOn\'ille 

HOTELS 

Unionville Eferitage Conservation District Plan 

T he most promim:nl lnnd:wark of the commercial 
cc:ntrc of Unio11vl1Jc 1s almost cert.runty Lhe Qu::i;o's 
Hotel. buih b} John Sre,v.hen.son m the early I 8i0s 

With iIS Wgh mansard roo( large balcon)' c1.11d illlractivc 
muhi-<.hronmrie brickwork. the Queen's was specifically 
de.si,gnell t(l auntc.1 tired wtd tllir.sty mwellers. jt)Urneyfog 
between l 'oronto and rhe north along Kennedy Road. 

In the pnst, tho Queens Hotel per(ormed an imponro.1 
role as thcfocul-poiru of both poli1ical nnd soci~l lifc in 1he 
Y.ill.nge-of Unio,,\·ille-. F'or many years the Qll<!tn's Hm:I 
\\'a~ the location of Markham ·rownship Council meetings 
and the Magistrates Court a.~ well ss being the village's 
soci;il centre. DM..:es wi1h l1vt: <4.m;.hcs1ra!i, receptions, ploys 
and .medic.int:. show~. were. just some of 1he iU.aoy ~e1jvi1irs 
held a< 1be hotel. 

The imvosing building. 1he <ml)' 1hree storey bulldiug 
on the sueet, occ:up.ies a key position wilhin the historic 
ct1mmercial core ('If Union,~lle and as a ,esalt, it plays ru, 

imponanl role in lht> fom1alio11 of 1h1: hi$tOric conu:>:I of the 
vilJage. Alchit.ecturnlly the t\tig.inal building had ii llu:ee 
sided mansard roor with be least ~aves ot a type: Lhn1 bcearoe 
popuJar during the I 86()s an,d 70:;. A s.ig_nificant (c:uure c,f 
the hottl is 1hc .second storey balcony, a rec.on.1tructjc;m ur ~111 

ollginal 191h cenmry fe:uure, 
The Que~•s 'WM une of u n.umbcr of hotels In 

Unionville. The othe·is. located in lhe vlcinj1y of the orig-ind 
cemre of 1he villag_e. non.It of lhc Rouge River included ''Tl,e 
Ccnirc House"' kept by Joseph Pc.:rris .a1id "Th-c Uruo:i 
House:•. kept·by An\hony Siu:. Oni! that s1ill ex,st:. is lh~ 
''Cro~m fM''. located m 149 Mai11 Street t'nionvillc. which 
was operated liH:I b)' William Size and later b!1 Johu Devlin, 

who operated 1r as a 1e1npcranct: house. 



Arclu1cc11,raJ Dct~ils 

Tha early buildings in the Oislricl were chsrnctcrisrically simple in ai.tonunt'Jl~ a re·necHon oflhl! task or1bc local population 
Md the fac.t Lhnt until the mid-1 9th Ccntuzy any mOuJdings Qr d¢<;orntive wo·odwork had lll be produoed wiili hond <oob. By 
J 850 howe\'er. ,.,.ith the increasing availability of-powered scroU snws, mol'U:se and tenon cu1tc.rs1 planing machines. moulders, 

shingle machines and lathes, atchileC1U'al details booame more readily available. and the archicccture of tbt!' village began to change aq; 
a rcsulL The qua lily, quanlity and oriQ.miility of nrchilectural dclalls io UnionV1lle was no doubt etthMced by tl1e fit.ct 1hat one of the 
primary produc-,4!.rs·ofthis materfa.1 In thf Township was the Urtiouvme. Planing M_jlJ, located on t,.,Jnin Street in tbe centre oflhe village. 

The Unionville Ploniug mill opcra«d In Unionville for a.lmos( I 50 years. witil it bun""1 IO tlie grow1d in Lb< ruly 1980s. ln otbct 
areas. elaborate, btu fragUe arc.b.itcctural details were oot replaced when they detedornted. However. residents of Unionville. with 
access to the original patterns, were able 10 easily repair or accurately n:place, lh~ir t.mgmal wood tnm. 'fhe legacy of this is thal 
1oday. th.::re are numerous verunculat.exwnples ofhistmic \w,od l'rim-work remaining U1 Uniouvill!.!, as can be sel!n in the Snlcm 
Ec:knrdt flou.se at l 97 Main Street. or the former Hardware Store building.at 159 Mai11 Stit.e1. 

A deuuled analys1~ of some of Uaiom·iUc's hisiorl!-;- porch, veranda and gable dern.ils is oudined ou the fullov.ing pagl!'s: 

UNIONVllll PLANING MIUS 
BUJIDUS' MATHIA.I 

,Vulo, 0.IOT°'I ld,ritf''r,;inl ltMnh•,~lfl,,;r.,. • IIC. 

blJMlWR 
ot all~ Cfftr r,ub,, Ulll.,')l•lllif,A. .it. 
Utlol ~ .. el~ ;ifbouliiitf, i. ""' _,,,...,.,. 
,. ..... 1,i11,...i,m1,,•-.u ... Jl/o:1'1i1 W\~ i1111.U. 

P. I. DIXON 
IIIIOHVUU 
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Historic Gable Details in Unionville 

Gothic Rc:\•f\•a.L 

Gothic Rc.vi"al giugcrbrend 

l.su: Vk~blo Quecrt Anne 

Unique \'Cfflaculnr gioerbte3d fl'()in planlng mill 

l.tali1113U! g-uble windm• fmrhri<,iul UnrunvHlc 
C.loY'tr tear: j:'lblC de!3il 
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Oo1hic Rev1vnl dct.1il 

Simple Cln.~s:ic kcviwl C(lmi<:e: lW:d rctwm 

Oo1hk Re.vivnl with 
Picturt'squc detail 



.Historic Porch a.nd Veranda Details in Unionville 

1 .. a10 Vkt(lria.n cln;le 1.ktail and drop Late Victorian spand:tcl d:U1it 

SetQrttl IDJ\pln::, vao.ndo aod.Jtoop !ioop poreh t:ue Vlctariw1 wrnp &ouml v1."t1111da 
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Boord oml tuun, ,vu( on 
frnJi3!1:ale veranda 

Oothic )t.e"vh•al wmndti "·i111 
turned r iW11 



Historical Architecture in ·u ruonviJle 

llfainnate Villa, l'.!7 Mnin Stred @urned down in 1.be f930s) 

'Jh.o ·union ville Vtm:icubr $:ile,n Ecb ,dt Jl,n,se:, 197 Main Stteet The Ouccn Anfk! styled Unionvlllt -Public Sdioot 300 r-.fain St, tOcmolhb.ed) 
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APPENDIX 'B' 

Heritage Permit Forms 

Please see Chapter 8.0 of the Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan 
under "Implementation" for further information about Heritage Permit forms. 
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