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APPENDIX ‘A’

Design Features Associated With
Archi 1 A | ionvill

Building Styles

Italianate, Queen Anne and Second Empire styles from this period are well represented. Earlier Georgian/Neo-Classical and
Regency characteristics are seen in the oldest buildings along Main Street north of Victoria Avenue and in the form of some

later Victorian houses.

The District’s buildings predominately show stylistic influences from the latter half of the nineteenth century. Gothic Revival,

Early twentieth century (Post-Victorian) styles are concentrated south of Eckardt Avenue. The American Four Square house (e.g. 14
Pavilion Street), Arts and Crafts bungalows (e.g. 106 Main Street) and Colonial Revival houses and outbuildings (e.g. 12 Pavilion
Street) are found in the District's south end. Later twentieth century construction is scattered throughout District.

Two conclusions can be made about the District’s building styles:
1. The age of buildings and evolution of styles follow the village's development in a southerly direction: the older buildings and
styles being located north of Victoria Avenue, later Victorian styles being predominant through to Eckardt Avenue and Post-

Victorian styles being concentrated at the south end.

2. Localised building conditions in the nineteenth century and the evolution of buildings over time have produced vernacular
interpretations of then popular styles.

A detailed analysis of each of these styles from the Unionville context is outlined in the following pages:
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he Georgian Style was named for the first Tour
I King Georges, whose reigns -17 14-1830 -

coincided with  the style’s major period of
populanty in England. The style is denved from Andres
Palladio, whose warks wers republizhed in London during
the reign of George |l and gained immediate popufarity in
Britain and it5 colonies. Often considered a plain styvle, i1z
greatest attribute is a2 well proportioned design. Al
Georgian style buildings have balanced facadss with 3-3
bays {openings) and cemtre doors, These openings are
always rectangular and windows have small-paned lights.
A feature of the Georgian style 15 the medium piiched roof.

[ Utionville, the pure Georgian style is relativelv
rare.  The most significant example is the fommer village
Jmil &t 145 Main Street Unionville, built o 1845, Asa
result of its sumplicity and efficient use of ntemal space.,
the symetrical proportions of the Georgian Style was
widely used in the workers cottages of the village
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Umionville Heritage Conservation District Plan Georgian Window 145 Main St, Unionville




The Georgian Style in Unionville

(Reorgan cottage, 145 Muin Sireet Late Georglan, T storey house with syimmerrical bays, 198 Main Sireed
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The Phillip Eckart House, 206 Main Street Unionville

REGENCY COTTAGE (1810 - 1840)

Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan

when the Prince Regent engaged the architect

John Nash to redesign the Roval Pavilion o
Brighton based on the exotic temples of the east  The
siyle was brought 10 Canade several vears later by
soldiers who had served in the British Army and wished
to recall the building styles they had encountered in the
places where they served.

Typical features of the style included the shallaw
pitched hipped mof, elaborute ceniral doorway with
sidelights and transom; long verandas with trellis-like
supports; and generous floorto-ceiling  windows or
French doors, typically divided by thin glazing bars into
a vanety of rectangular panes

[n Unionville a classic example of the Regency
Cottage Style l¢ found in the ¢ 1825, Philip Eckardt
House at 206 Main Steet Unionville. Other homes,
such as the William Eckardt house ot 124 Main Street
Unionville incorporate Regency features within the
CUntario Farmhouse form.

T he Regency Style began in England in 1815,

A e

Doorway, Philip Eckardt House 206 Main St Unionville



The Regency Style in Unionville

Hegeney entrimecwny, 206 Mam Siree House with Rezeney fromd wimdows and doorway. 134 hMany Strest
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The Salem Eckards (Varley-MeKay) House, 197 Main Street Unionville

UNIONVILLE VERNACULAR
(1790 - 1920)
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those regionally distinet buildings which are af no

one particular architectural style, but resulted from
a series of locally specific cultural and economic fackors
that existed in Unionville during its early history.

A sigmficant influence was the larpely German
ethnic makeup of the community, whose culture aad
building traditions left a strong impact on the architecture
of Unionville. Ancther was the Unionville Planing Mill.
Located in the heart of the commmumity, this was the
primary source of building products for the village, and
resulted in the prevalence of wood frame buildings and
architectural omament such as “Gingerbread™ that
characterise the village today.

Unionville has a number of significant vernacufar
struchures, the most prominent of which 15 the ¢.1835,
Salemn Eckardt House ar 197 Main Street Unionville, with
its rare tassel droop vergeboard.

T ke term Unionville Vemacular is used to describe
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Vemacular Doorway |18 Main Street Unionville




Unionville Vernacular Dwellings
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when Sir Horace Walpole began ta remodel his

country  house in the Medieval style.  (hver the
next 156 years the style hecame wadely popular and iz
today probably the most widely recogmised of the styles
of the Victorian ¢ra

The Gothie Revival reflects a rekindling of
wicrest 0 the bullding forms and styles of the various
periods of English Gothic, Medieval and Elizabethan
Architecture. Fypical features of the style include steeply
pitched roofs, pointed arched windows, decorative siding
and brickwork, bargeboards and fAnials. 1o Ontaria, the
style was most frequently used in churches and centre-
zible farmheouses,

In Unionwille there are a nmmber of significant
examples of the Gothic Revival stvle. These include the
Tames Eckardt House at 137 Main 81, Central Usnited
Church and E.J. Lenmox® renowned Cangregational
Church at 150 Mam Sireet

T he Gothic Revival Siyle began in England in 1742

The Miller House, 4 Station Lane

GOTHIC REVIVAL (1830 - 1890)

Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan Gothic Pointed Window 154 Main Street Unionville




The Gothic Revival Style in Unionville
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Godhic Revival L-shoped hoase with by window, 147 Main Stree Codine Revival vertical wood cottage, 136 Main Shreel
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I'he Harrington House, 141 Main Street Unionville

ITALIANATE (1840 - 1890)
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| 815 as a revival of dignified architectural forms

of the ltalian Rennissance, and specifically of the
Italian country villas of that period  The style was
gstablizhed oz 4 midd]e ground between the r'.g:id_ Gicorgien
and MNeo-Classical and the high gables and pingerbread of
the Gothic Revival,

Typical features of the style imclude the prolific use
of brackets under the eaves; low-pitched, hipped roofs;
contrasting materials; repetition of decoration and round
headed windows. Variations of the stvle  include snch
features as towers, belvederes, and Mat roofs.

In Unionville, examples of the Ialisnate Style
include the L-shaped Harmngton House at 141 Main Street
Unionville, and the flat-roofed 237 Main Street Unionville
One of the most unusoal examples of the style was R
Stiver's mmreted Italian villa which stood at 127 Main
Street Unionville until it burned in 1924,

T he Nalianate Style began in England in the early
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lralsanate Windaw 121 Main Street Unionville



The Italianate Style in Unionville
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Ialianate cross-gable house, 121 Maim Streed lealianate louse, with mutti-chromatic beick and Srackets, 14| Main Stresot
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The E. Summerfeldt House, 123 Main Strezt Unionville

SECOND EMPIRE (1860 - 1900)

Lmionville Heritage Conservation District Plan

he Second Empire Style is derived from the officiil

style in France and iis colonies during the reign of

MNapoleon T, The maost prominent feature of this
architectural style is the mansard roof, developed by 18t
century French architect, Frangois Mansard, Ohther features
include o frequent use of bay windows, iron cresting ard
reund headed windows.

Most of the residential buildings tend to be squarz.
sometimes with 4 projecting wing. A varizry of decorative
element are also wsed in Second Empire buildings,
meluding bell cast verandas, brackets, and repetition of
omate details

Ihe Second Empire Style was particularly popular
for use in hotels of the penad since it permitted the use of a
full upper storey of attic space,  This was not lost on the
proprctors of the Queéen’s Hotel at 174 Main Street
Unmiemville, who were able to utilise all three Moors of
gpace for chientele. Other examples in Unionville include
the wood frame E. Summerfeldi House at 123 Main Street
Lfmionville and the red brick Pringle House at |17 Main
Sireet Linionville.
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Second Empire Window & Trim, |17 Main Street




The Second Empire Style in Unionville
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Second Eopire, vertical wood ousg. 123 Miin Strect Thie Cueen s Hlored, s example of the Szootrd Empare stvle, [74=78 Main Streel
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The Herbert Eckardt House, |08 Main Street Unionville

QUEEN ANNE (1880 - 1910)
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of British archiects led by Richard NMorman Shaw

in the late [R(Hs, who were inspired by the
English architecture of the late Medieval and early
Renaissance periods.  Although named for Queen Anne,
who reigned from 1702 o 1714, the style has little o do
with huildings of that peniod, apant from the extensive
use of brick.

The style is charactenstic of the late Victorian
age. when, ihe fashion for wvariety, asymmeiry and
complexity emerged in all sspects of life.  Tyvpical
features of the siyle are the asymmetrical composition of
towers, bays, tall chimmeys, windows of varying sizes
and shapes, and decorative works in brick. wood, shingle
and tile.

In Unionville the best example of the stiyle is the
landmark Herbert Eckardt home a2t 108 Main Street
Unionville, A wvarant of Queen Anmne, sometimes
referred o as the “Stick Style”, is also wvisible in
LUnionville. These homes were built almost exclusively
of wood, and are disnnguished by extensive wood
decoration.  Sigmificamt examples inclade [14 and 117,
and 201 Main Sereet Undonville.

T he Queen Anne Style was established by a group

Oueen Anne Gable 130 Main Street Unionville



The Queen Anne Style in Unionville

Dueen Arme, gumbre]l racfad cottmae, 17 Povillion Stresl Clueen Anne house sith verecsl woad gidmg, 107 Mam Strest
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I'he C.E. Stiver Hoase, 14 Povillion Stres

EDWARDIAN CLASSICISM
(1900 - 1930)

Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan

he Edwardian Classicizm Stvle developed as a

reaction 1o the mereasingly complex architectural

styles of the late Victorian era.  The simple bm
formal composition of the Edwardian Home, with an
pmphosis on classicnl molifa, was indicative of the direction
that architecture was to take in the twentieth century.

Features of the style included balanced facades
simplified, gable and pyramidal roofs, large dormers,
classical omamentation and heavy colomned verandas with
classical columns and brick piers

In residential architecture, the moslt recognized
example of the Edwardian Classicism Style was the large,
box-like house known as the “Four Square”. In Unionville
a number of examples of this type exist such as 7, 9 and 12
Eckardt Avenue and 4, 7, 14, 1] nnd 14 Pavillion Stree:, A
significant example ol Edwardian commercisl architecture
was the now demolished Brown's Bank a1 158 Main Street
Unicnyille.
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Typical Edwardian Dormer, 14 Pavillion Streel



The Edwardian Classicism Style in Unionville

Edwardin honste clad with korreenial wood giding, 11 Pavillion Strest Edwardmn Howse, 4 Pavillion Strect

Edwardion hoase with winp-aroomd vermeda, 200 SMum Steee Edwordian Clagsicisin howuse, [4 Pay(llon Simeet
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Architectural Style Variations in Unionville

Proruresgise lale Victorian L<Shape with Oeen Anme infleence, 11 Euclid S Edtwnrifian bumenlow with Ars ond Crefis infleence. 11 Foladt Avenig
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Building Types

historic and modern styles. A number of other building types also exist. The most visible of these include religious buildings,

barns, commercial buildings, hotels, industrial buildings and the railway station. Together, these buildings comprise an
impressive collection of nineteenth and early twentieth century structures. A detailed analysis of each of these types from the
Unionville context is outlined in the following pages:

The predominant building type in the District is residential; which frequently occurs as single detached dwellings in a variety of

Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan



Central United Clirch, 131 Main Sireet Unionville
RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS
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L 118 peak in the late 1%h and eacly 20th Centuries,
A the Village of Unionville was home to five major

rehigious denominations, the Anglicans, Lutherans
dethodist or United, Congregationalist and Presbyienans:

The story of religivus mchitecture in Unionville has
It4 beginmings 1o the porth of the presemt village at the
junction of 16th Averue and Kennedv Road. near thie
pranger Lutheran and Anglican Cemeteries that exist today
There in |74, members of the largely German commumy
cstablished St Philip's Lutheran Churéh, Some years later
ln 1829 another church was erected m the vicinkty of jhe
Anglican Charch.  The Anglicans adopted the St Philip’s
name while the | utheran church was renamed Bethesda.

Chver time, the centre of Unenville moved south w
the Union Mills at Main and Carlton Streets and, in 1910
and 1913, respectively, both the Lutherans and Anglicans
relecated their congregations and churches 1o the cenire o
the village. As a resuli, the two oldest church buildings in
the village, eriginully Gothic Revival, are wday a blend of
carly 19th and early 20th century features and styles.

The third major congregation in Unionville were the
Prmitve Methodists, later Undted, who built the attractive
Gothic Revival Cemmal Methodist Church in red and buff
brick at 131 Main Street,

The Congreganonalists had a  relatively  brief
existence, vet they conwributed two significant buildings
the village. The first was a Georgian frame building ar 149
Muin Street. Later., in 1880 this was reated 1o the
Presbylenans while the Congregationalists moved to the fine
brick church at 150 Main Street Unjonville, designed by E.J
Lennox, the architect of Toronto Old City Hall and Oueens
Park. The Congregationalists left in the 18505 and the
buldmg 13 now the Umonville Veterans Hall
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The Toronio and Nipissing Railway Station ot Timonville, 7 Station Lane

RAILWAY STATION
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he Uniooville Rallway Station, erected in 1871,

represents ane of the few remaining 19th cemur

train stations of rural Ontarie. The line. bt by the
Tovonto and MNipissing Railway Company, was 8 nartow
panpe VAT faid with 40 pouned mils Althowgh orginally
intended o by-pass the village, it came through Umonville
manly due 10 the lobbying efforts of HLP. Croghy, owner ol
the Umion Mills. The coming of the railway ensowed
Linionville’s long term survival, while other villages withont
connections, such as Hagerman's Corners and Buttonvlie
stagnated and declined

Durine its heyday in the lote b and early Jith
centuries, the milway slation was the focal poimt of the
community  1twas from here that gram went to market, and
Unionville residents had aceess 10 such deéstinations as the
High School m Markham Village and points across the
country on the Grand Trunk Raillway syvstem

The station is a typical example of the modest nural
stationsg of the smaller railway companies, built during the
mid- 19th Century, The structure 13 2 one-storey  iTame
building covered by a gable roof. Although the design of the
station i nol ormate, it is 15 very simplicity and functionality
which coniribute to itz appeal. lis most promingnt feature 1=
the roof overhanging the teain platform on the southern side
of the building supported by cight simple brackets set ar 45
degrees,  The exterior walls are covered in vertical board
and batlen with a single row of honzontal planks Anishing
the basg

Im 1989, the station was restored 1o its orngimal
condition.  Although not in railway service today, fhe
station, now a commumily centre, refams s tradimonal role
a5 a landmark of the community,



The Abraham Summerfeldt Store, 182 Main Street Unnonville

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
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zin street commercial structures, more than any

other butlding type, provide & remarkable record

of the economic fortunes of a community.
This is cerfainly evident in Unionville which reached the
peak of its prosperity, from the various milling operations,
during the third quarter of the 19th Century, As a result, it s
from this period that a majority of the commercial buildirgs
in Unionville were built. Many of these are preserved today
a5 a remarkable collection of wood frame, front gabled
structures with attractive | 9th century shopfronts,

A typical example of commercial architecture in
Unionville is the Abraham Summerfeldt Store, . 1850, This
two-storey, wooden frame mercantile store, clad in board
and batten, is long and narrow in appearance and includes
such features as paired 2/2 windows on the second floor; &
detailed cntablature over the shop front, with traditional
signage on the fascia. Also visible are omate pilasters at the
comers of shop front level of the building; tall shop
windows divided into quartered panels; wooden parel
boards beneath the window; traditional recessed entrance
andd & transom over the door.

Examples of similar stores include the Braithwaite-
Trunk Store at 154 Main Strest Unionville, Devlin's Hamess
Shop at 177 Main Street Unionville and Perkins Hardware at
159 Main Street Unionville, The Sovereign Bank, a1 186
Main Stregt Unionville, which was demolished in the 1960s
wag also of this style. A varation on this shopfront is the
“boomtown front” seen on both 192 and 156 Main Streel.

A umque feature of Unionville's commereial
architecture was the Unionville Bank ar 158 Main Strest
Unionville, built ¢.1920. This fine example of Beaux Arts
Classical Architecture provided an interesting contrast to the
Main Street before its demolition in the 1980s.



Historic Commercial Architecture in Unionville

Storefronl of fermer Unioaville hardware stao. 159 Maoin Street Resulemoe with commercial section af kefi. 161 Maxin Sirecl
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lames Eckardt Gambrel Barn, 24 Maple Lane

BARNS AND OUTBUILDINGS
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mee 1t was @ rural village until relatively recant

times, Unionville retmns 8 considerable collection

of urban bama and outhmldings among 118 heritage
resources.  These bulldings are typically plain, wood framed
and purely vemnacular, vel their presence adds significant
contextual value 10 the village.

The best example of this type of structure is the
substantial gambrel bam at 24 Maple Lane  This timber
frame barm is clad in bam-board, with @ stione foundation and
is the last of the many foll size farm bams that once exised
in the vicimity of Unioaville, The structure 15 2 remment of
the davs when Maple Lane was.a farm lane, and the house
and barmm formed the Jasmes Eckardt formstead. Other
features of the furm environment include the diagonal cross
fencing, andd earthen ramp

A variety of other wood frame outhuildings exiat in
other parts of Umcnville. . Many of these were all purpose
drive-sheds or garages. Some, however were huilt for a
particular purpose, and may have housed a rural industy
One such example of this type of structure is the urban barn
al 31 Victona Avenue, which served as a bakery for the
villape.

Other significent wrban bams include the vertical
wood struciare at 17 Euclid Street, and the board and baten
drive-shed at 1% Victoria Avenue  In some instances,
teatures of the historic urban bams have been translated o
new urban bam strectures

Typical features of the histone urban bams nclude
verlical wood or board and batten cladding. hipped or
gambrel rools, vertical or diagonal tongue and groove doors
with either a swing or slide openmg mechanism and muli-
pane windows, the majority of which are of the 2/2 variery



Traditional Unionville Garages and Urban Barns
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Mew urban barmn built in histore sryle, 137 Mam Streat Early 20th Century garage. 4 Muls Street
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The Stiver Brothers Elevator Complex, ¥ Station Lane

INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
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he |ndustrial buoildings of Unionville were the
I dominant features of the willage landscape and
economy for well over a century.  Although only one
majr industrial complex, the Stiver Brothers Coal Mill
retnaing, the influence of Pioneer Industry is still seen today
m the modern reproduction architecture of the Planmg Mill
Complex and the village name itself, which 15 sabd 1o have
been derived from the Union Mills which stood at the south
end of the bridge over the Rouge at Main Stiect, mnfil it
bumed ny [ 934,
Umon Mills was the earliest mill in Unienvlle.
Built in.the 1840 by Ira While, its purpose was to grind the
gramn which was grown in abundanee in the vicinity  The
subsequent prospenity of Linion Mills cansed the commercial
centre of the village that existed on Kennedy Road at |6th
Avenue 1o migrate southward o the mill complex. This
large structure was typical of the pioneer industry of the time
with board and batten siding and 66 windows.

In order to meet the growing demand for lumber, the
Lsionvifle Planimg Mill was built south of the commercial
centre of the village. This enterprise supplied the lumber for
many houses in Unionville and was operated from [874
| 896 by Robert Harrington, wha lived, ironically, i a howse
bult of brick.

By the mid 1850s, o number of other industries were
heing established in homes and commercial buildings such
as Gottlieh Eckardt’s Blacksmith Shop at 166 Main Street,
Brown's Bakery at 158 and the Ramer Cheese Factory al
233 The last of the historic Industrial compleves o be
mirgduced was the Stiver elevators, built o 1906 a1 9 Staticn
Lame. This classic example of an earlv sioeage elevator snll
stunds woday and s a promment lmdmark of the village



The Queen's Hotel, 174-178 Main Street Umaonville

HOTELS
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centre of Umonville s almost certanly the Queen’s

Hotel, built by John Stephenson in the early 1870s
With its high mansard roof, large balcony and attractive
multi-chromatic brickwork, the Queen’s was specifically
designed w attract  tived and thirsty mavellers, joumeying
between Toronto and the north along Kennedy Road.

I the past, the Cueens Howel performed an umporsant
role as the focal point of both political and social lifs in the
Village of Unionville.. For many vears the Queen's Hots
was the location of Markham Township Council mertings
and the Magistrates Court as well as being the village's
social centre. Dances with live orchestras, receptions, plays
and medicine shows, were just some of the muny activities
held ot the hotel.

The imposing building. the only three storey building
on the street, occupies a key posmtion within the historic
commercial core of Unionville and as a resalt, it plays an
enpestant role in the formaton of the historic contex) of the
village. Architecturally the original building had a thre=
sided mansard roof with beleast eaves of a type thal became
popular during the 1860s and 70s. A significant feature of
the hoteél is the second storey balcony, a reconstruction of an
nrginal | 9h century feaiure

The Queen's was one of @ number of hotels in
Unionville. The others. located in the vicinity of the originel
centre of the village, north of the Rouge River included “The
Centre House™ kept by loseph Ferrig and “The Lmoa
House”, kept by Anthony Size. One thar still exists is the
“Crown Inn", located ar 249 Main Street Unionville, which
was operated first by William Size and later by John Devlin,
who operated it as a temperance house,

T he most prominent landmark of the commercial



Architectural Details

and the fact that unbil the mid-19th Century any mouldings or decorative woodwork had to be produced with hand tools. By

1830 however, with the incressing availability of powered scroll saws, mortise and tenon cutters, planing machines, moulders,
shingle machines and lathes, architecoural details became more readily available, and the architecture of the village began to change as
aresull.  The quality, quantity and cngmality of architectural details in Unionville was no doubt enhanced by the fact that one of the
primary producers of this material in the Township was the Undonville Plamng Mill, located on Main Street in the centre of the villape.

Th: early buildimgs in the District were charactenstically simple in adornment, a reflection of the taste of the local population

The Unionville Planing mill operated fn Unionville for atmost |50 years, until it bumed w the ground in the carly 19805, In other
areas, elaborate, but fragile architectural details were not replaced when they deteriorated.  However, residents of Unionville. with
access to the original patterns, were able 10 easily repair or accurately replace, their ongimnal wood tnm. The legacy of this 15 that
today, there are numerous vernacular examples of historie wood trim-work remaining in Unionville, as can be seen in the Salem
Eckardt House at 197 Main Street, or the former Hardware Store building st 159 Main Street.

A deialled analysis of some of Unionville's historic porch, veranda and gable details 13 outlined on the following pages:
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Historic Gable Details in Unionville
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Historic Porch and Veranda Details in Unionville
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Historical Architecture in Unionville
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APPENDIX ‘B’

Heritage Permit Forms

Please see Chapter 8.0 of the Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan

under “Implementation” for further information about Heritage Permit forms.
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